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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT
Received In the 21st century, character education has become a crucial element in shaping
Revised students' nationalism, especially amidst the increasingly strong influence of
Accepted globalization. One important aspect of strengthening national character is
understanding national songs, which, unfortunately, is still limited among elementary
Keywords : school students. The lack of effective pedagogical strategies for internalizing national
Elementary School values through national songs is a major challenge in learning. This study aims to
Nationalism describe pedagogical strategies that support the internalization of national songs to
National Song strengthen students' national character. Specifically, this study examines the
Pedagogical implementation of strategies in three main stages: pre-instructional, instructional, and
Strategy feedback. The research approach used is qualitative with a case study method. Data

were collected through direct observation of the learning process, in-depth interviews
with teachers and students, and analysis of documentation related to the curriculum
and teaching methods used. The results of the study indicate that strategies involving
pre-instructional, instructional, and feedback stages effectively improve students'
understanding of national songs. Students show more active participation in learning,
while the role of teachers as facilitators and motivators is a key factor in the success of
this strategy. However, the study also found several challenges, such as time constraints
in the curriculum and the influence of foreign cultures that can reduce students' interest
in national songs. The contribution of this study lies in the development of a more
structured and interactive learning model for internalizing national values through
national songs. This model can be adapted by educators in various learning contexts to
increase the effectiveness of character education from an early age. Thus, this study
confirms that a systematic and active involvement-based pedagogical strategy can be an
effective solution in building the national character of elementary school students.
These findings are expected to be a reference for educators in designing more innovative
and contextual learning methods.

Introduction

In the 21st century, character education plays a central role in shaping students'
personalities, particularly in the context of nationalism. The success of shaping national
character involves a deep understanding of national symbols, such as the national anthem.
Limited understanding can be an obstacle to the internalization of national values among
students [1]. The lack of understanding and memorization of national songs can be an obstacle
to strengthening the sense of nationalism. The national songs created by the nation's heroes
carry messages of love for the homeland and the spirit of patriotism [2]. Teachers need to use
effective pedagogical strategies to help students understand and appreciate these national songs.
Pedagogical strategy can be defined as a series of procedures in learning, thinking, teaching,
and others used to achieve certain goals. The strategy involves understanding the characteristics
of students, structured learning designs, educational learning methods, setting up the learning
process, and student motivation [3].

Facts in the field show several main obstacles, such as limited time allocation, difficulties
for students in remembering lyrics, lack of knowledge about national songs, and lack of related
materials in teaching materials [4]. The national song has great potential to instill national
values because, in addition to being easy to remember, the lyrics are also loaded with moral
messages and patriotism [5]. This research focuses on the use of national anthems in learning
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to increase the sense of love for the homeland among students. However, this study has not
fully explored the most effective pedagogical strategies for integrating national songs into
learning.

Research conducted by Slamet and Mar Syahid (2024) shows that the national anthem
plays a significant role in fostering a sense of love for the homeland among students, but the
approach used focuses more on integration in the formal curriculum [6]. Meanwhile, creative
methods are used to internalize the values of nationalism through art, but not specifically using
the national anthem as a medium [7]. The similarity with the research being conducted at
Muhammadiyah Pandeyan Elementary School is that it focuses on improving the character of
nationalism through education. However, the difference lies in the pedagogical strategy applied,
where this study emphasizes internalization through the national song in the context of learning
in Muhammadiyah elementary schools.

The study by Made (2021) showed that students' understanding of national songs was
caused by various factors, including differences in students' characters, lack of consistency
between habituation at home and school, and the influence of Western music. Lack of parental
involvement and effective pedagogical strategies are also obstacles [8]. This fact reflects the need
for the active role of teachers and parents in instilling nationalist values through the
understanding of national songs [9]. This research focuses on pedagogical strategies to
internalize national songs to foster the character of nationalism, in contrast to previous research
that discusses the implementation of teachers' pedagogic competencies in music art learning.
Although important, learning Arts and Crafts (SBdP), especially the art of music, has not been
effective in elementary schools.

Educators should provide guidance to students to realize that the national anthem and national
anthem are key elements of the nation's identity, not just as a substitute for Western culture that is
often given in schools every day. Schools should be a place that fosters a sense of nationalism among
students, including through singing the national anthem live. This research makes a significant
contribution to basic education, especially in designing an effective pedagogical strategy to internalize
the national anthem in Muhammadiyah Pandeyan Elementary School. In contrast to previous studies,
this study highlights the use of national anthems and develops teaching strategies that can be applied
in the daily curriculum. The results of this study can be a practical guide for teachers in instilling
nationalism values more effectively and comprehensively among students.

Method

This qualitative research uses various data collection techniques, including observation,
interviews, and documentation. The purpose of observation is to collect reliable data, which is further
supported by the findings of the interviews. In this study, the researcher physically visited the location
of the activity to observe the pedagogical strategy to internalize the national song in an effort to foster
a sense of nationalism and its driving and inhibiting factors. The aspects observed include teachers'
strategies in teaching national songs, internalization of national songs in the character of nationalism,
and driving and inhibiting factors. Interviews were conducted with teachers and students of grades 111
and V with a focus on indicators of pedagogical strategy: the internalization of national anthems to
cultivate the character of nationalism. These indicators include pre-instructional, instructive, feedback or
enrichment, students' deep understanding of song titles, creators, song verses, song meanings, singing
skills, nationalism characters, and driving and inhibiting factories. In addition, documentation is used
as an additional data collection technique to supplement the information obtained from interviews
and observations. This documentation includes documents, photographs, and statistical materials.
The data analyzed in this study consists of an overview of pedagogical strategies to internalize national
anthems in an effort to foster a sense of nationalism, along with complete school information and
photo evidence obtained during research activities.

Data obtained through observation, interviews, and documentation need to be further analyzed
to ensure accountability. This study uses data validity tests, especially technical triangulation and
source triangulation. This research took place at Muhammadiyah Pandeyan Elementary School, with
two teachers and two students of grades III and V. Resource persons were interviewed intensively
using the initials RTN and YT. The resource persons were learners with the initials Q, S, VN, and
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GS. The data that was not revealed through interviews was supplemented by observation data which
was carried out on August 2-17, 2024. The research focuses on examining the pedagogical strategy:
internalization of the national song to foster the nationalist character of SD Muhammadiyah
Pandeyan students. Data analysis consists of four stages: data collection, data reduction, data
presentation, and drawing a conclusion. Throughout the analysis, the purpose of the research and the
question regarding the application of pedagogical strategy: internalization of the national song to
cultivate the nationalist character of Muhammadiyah Pandeyan Elementary School students. The
analysis aims for a pedagogical strategy to internalize the national anthem in an effort to foster a sense
of nationalism among students. Further details about the stages of data analysis can be seen in Figure
1. Stages of data analysis.
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Figure 1. Stages of data analysis

Results and Discussion

1. Pedagogical strategy in internalizing the national song to foster the nationalism character of
Muhammadiyah Pandeyan Elementary School students

a. Pedagogical Strategy

Pedagogical strategy is the art of using a plan to achieve learning goals. It consists of methods,
techniques, or procedures supporting the teaching and learning process [10]. Muhammadiyah
Pandeyan Elementary School is divided into three main stages according to the learning approach: Pre-
Instructive, Instructional, and Feedback/Enrichment.

1) Pre-Instructional

In the Pre-Instructional stage, teachers start with careful planning and focus on specific, measurable
learning goals [11]. Teachers who start learning with specific goals tend to have more opportunities to
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help their students understand the material better [12]. Familiar national songs provide a strong
foundation before students are introduced to more specific national songs [13].

The first step taken by the teachers of Muhammadiyah Pandeyan Elementary School is to design
learning objectives by associating national songs with national holidays. For example, in August, they
introduced the song "Merdeka Day" to commemorate Indonesia's independence, while in October, the
song "Youth Pledge" was used to commemorate Youth Pledge Day. As a result of an interview with
one of the teachers, he explained,

"We always design specific learning objectives to instill the character of nationalism through
the national anthem. For example, in August, we focus on independence songs such as
'Indonesia Raya' and "Merdeka Day'." (RTN interview, August 2, 2024).

This is supported by documentation that shows that teachers have succeeded in associating song
lessons with important moments in national history, such as the Independence Day commemoration
ceremony. In this way, students not only learn to sing the song but also understand the historical
context and meaning of the song.

Figure 2. Independence Day Commemoration Ceremony
(Source: Researcher 2024)

2) Instructional

The Instructional Stage is the core of the learning process, where teachers implement various
methods to teach national anthems to students [14]. Muhammadiyah Pandeyan Elementary School
teachers use interactive and fun approaches, such as singing together, drawing, and discussing the
meaning of songs. The RTN teacher said,

"Usually, I look for videos on YouTube where there are small children singing; they are more
enthusiastic” (RTN Interview, August 2, 2024).

The use of technology, such as cell phones and laptops, to watch national anthem videos on
YouTube is also part of this strategy, which aims to make learning more engaging and relevant for
learners. Explanations of the meaning of songs are often inserted in history lessons, with an emphasis
on the historical context behind the lyrics of songs. Teachers at Muhammadiyah Pandeyan Elementary
School associate the lyrics of the songs with important events in Indonesia's history so that students can
better understand and appreciate the meaning of these songs. Teacher YT said,

"The emphasis is more on the historical aspect behind the song” (YT Interview, August 07,
2024).

This approach helps students see the national anthem as memorization material and as part of their
national identity. In addition, to increase student participation, teachers at Muhammadiyah Pandeyan
Elementary School apply motivational techniques such as giving gifts and peer support. For example,
when singing together, active and enthusiastic students can be given awards, either in the form of praise
or small prizes. Interactive discussions and quizzes about the meaning of songs are also used to make
students more active and interested in learning.
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Figure 3. Teaching Activities

3) Feedback/Enrichment

The Feedback and Enrichment stage aims to evaluate the extent to which students have internalized
the national anthem and the nationalist values contained in it [15]. Muhammadiyah Pandeyan
Elementary School implements the feedback/enrichment stage by evaluating understanding,
strengthening nationalist values, and improving work skills. Based on interviews with teachers of grades
IIT and V, RTN said,

"By appointing students to sing earnestly, we can see if they really understand this song. For
example, if they can answer well, it is a sign that they already understand the song." (RTN
interview, August 2, 2024).
In addition, to reinforce nationalist values, RTN added,
"I often associate national anthems with everyday stories and use technology such as cellphones
or laptops so that they understand better." (RTN interview, August 2, 2024).
Meanwhile, YT explained,

" Yes, by holding a working title every year to improve students' work and creative skills in
singing national songs" (YT Interview, August 7, 2024).

Both teachers also emphasized the importance of student involvement in creative activities such as
the Annual Work Degree to improve their singing skills. The results of the supporting documentation
below show that the teacher's strategy at Muhammadiyah Pandeyan Elementary School is really able
to improve the ability of students to produce creative and inspirational works.

== — J—
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Figure 4. Evaluation Activities Conducted by Figure 5. Title of Work
Teachers (Source: School Data 2024)

(Source: Researcher 2024)

b. Internalization of the National Anthem

The internalization of national songs is a process in which the values, spirits, and messages
contained in national songs are infused and lived by individuals, especially students [16]. This process
aims to instill a sense of love for the homeland, nationalism, and pride in the nation's identity.
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1) Deep understanding of song titles

The national anthem of Indonesia is a song that depicts struggle, love for the homeland, and respect
for heroes [17]. In schools, these songs are often used as part of basic education to instill a sense of
nationalism and patriotism in children. Based on the results of the interview, the students'
understanding of the national song title is quite good. The RTN teacher said,

"Students' understanding of the national anthem titles is quite good, with almost all students
knowing and recognizing the titles of the songs” (RTN interview, August 2, 2024).

YT's statement reinforces this,

"Quite a lot, there is Garuda Pancasila, From Sabang to Merauke, One Nusa One Nation"
(YT interview, August 07, 2024).

Students are also able to pronounce the title of the national anthem correctly. Some
students, such as Q and S, mentioned "Greater Indonesia" and "Garuda Pancasila" as songs that
they know well.

2) Knowledge of songwriters

The creators of Indonesia's national anthem are individuals who have made a great contribution to
awakening the spirit of nationalism and patriotism through their musical works [18]. Based on the data
analysis results, most students at Muhammadiyah Pandeyan Elementary School only know W.R.
Supratman as the creator of the national song. Knowledge of other songwriters is very limited. Students'
knowledge about national song creators is still limited. RTN said,

"Little, at least only know W.R. Supratman" (RTN interview, August 2, 2024).

The same thing was expressed by YT,

"At least just the basics, W.R. Supratman” (YT interview, August 07, 2024).

Most of the students did not know who created the national songs, except for GS, who mentioned
the name W.R. Supratman.

3) Understanding the lyrics of the song

Verses are an important part of the meaning and purpose of a song because they can convey the
message they want to convey to the listener and make the song interesting [19]. Based on the results of
the above data analysis, teachers at SD Muhammadiyah Pandeyan have been effective in using
interactive strategies. So that most of the students at SD Muhammadiyah Pandeyan can say the verse
of the song well. Teachers use a creative and interactive approach to help students understand the verses
of the song. RTN stated,

"I help the children memorize the verses of the national song by singing together and telling
stories about the verses. So, learning becomes more exciting, and they also understand the
meaning of the song better.”" (RTN interview, August 2, 2024).

YT also added,

"By singing together at the beginning of learning and flag ceremony” (YT interview, August
07, 2024).

From interviews with students, Q and S were able to mention some of the lyrics of the national song
that they memorized, such as "Garuda Pancasila, I am your supporter” and "Indonesia is my homeland. " This
shows that the interactive teaching method successfully helps students understand the verses of the song
because they can remember and mention the lyrics well.

4) Singing and memorizing skills

Memorizing national anthems helps recognize and appreciate cultural heritage and strengthens a
sense of nationalism and pride in the homeland [20]. With the right skills and methods, the process of
memorizing songs can be more effective and fun. The research results show that students at SD
Muhammadiyah Pandeyan are good at singing and memorizing national songs.

RTN teachers use a fun approach to teaching singing skills and memorizing national songs

"I teach children to sing and memorize national songs by choosing easy and exciting songs,
making practice fun, using tricks so that it is easy to remember, and giving encouragement
continuously” (RTN interview, August 2, 2024).

YT added,

"One way is by training. Children usually train before the ceremony, including UN exercises
and various other preparations.” (YT interview, August 07, 2024).
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Interviews with students showed that they felt confident in their singing skills. Q, S, VN, and GS
stated that they could sing the national anthem without looking at the text. Regular and fun exercises
seem to be effective in helping students master national songs well.

5) Understanding the meaning of the song

Understanding the meaning of a song is the process of deepening and interpreting the message,
story, or emotion that the songwriter wants to convey through lyrics and melody [21]. Students'
understanding of the meaning of the national song still varies. RTN said,

"In this way, I tell each verse one by one, so the meaning can be easier to understand” (RTN
interview, August 2, 2024).

YT also explained,

"I usually explain the story behind the national songs and the values they contain.” (YT
interview, August 07, 2024).

However, interviews with students showed that most of them still did not understand the meaning of
the song. Q, S, and VN stated that they did not know the meaning of the song, while GS mentioned
the theme of "Unity." This shows that even though there have been efforts from teachers, students'
understanding of the meaning of songs still needs to be improved.

c. Character of Nationalism

The character of nationalism through national songs is the strengthening of national values and
love for the homeland instilled through the lyrics and melodies of national songs [22]. These songs
often contain the historical meaning of the nation's struggle, the spirit of independence, and respect for
heroes.

1) The spirit of singing the national anthem during the flag ceremony.

The spirit of singing the national anthem during the flag ceremony expresses love for the homeland
and pride in the nation. When national anthems are sung, such as "Indonesia Raya" or
"Mengheningkan Cipta," ceremony participants usually stand tall with a respectful attitude, reflecting
respect and appreciation for the heroes' struggles [23]. Based on the results of interviews and
observations at SD Muhammadiyah Pandeyan, the enthusiasm of students in singing the national
anthem during the flag ceremony varied. One of the teachers stated,

"[ often teach children to sing with the right attitude. If you sing with a good attitude, the voice
will be louder and easier to hear.” (RTN interview, August 2, 2024).

Another teacher added,

"During the learning approach, we often repeat songs that will be sung at certain events such
as August 17" (YT interview, August 07, 2024).

Some students also gave feedback about their enthusiasm, such as "Spirit” (Interview S, 07 August
2024) and "Feeling happy and excited" (GS Interview, August 07, 2024). The observation results reinforce
that although the enthusiasm of students varies, teachers manage to increase participation and the spirit
of nationalism through correct singing attitudes.

2) Participate in singing the national anthem together before learning.

Singing the national anthem before learning is a practice that aims to instill national values and love
for the homeland in students [24]. The activity of singing the national song before learning is also often
carried out. One of the teachers explained,

"Before learning begins, we sing the national song first; for example, today we sing the Garuda
Pancasila song because it coincides with Pancasila's birthday" (RTN interview, August 2,
2024).

Another teacher added,

"I invite the students to stand up and sing the national anthem together before the lesson starts"
(YT interview, August 07, 2024).

The students confirmed that they often participate in these activities, as VN, Q, S, and GS stated,
"Often participate” (Interview, August 07, 2024). Observations showed that most students were actively
engaged, and these activities helped teach historical values and strengthen their participation. It is
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emphasized by the results of the documentation in Figure 6. which was carried out on August 7, 2024,
namely participating in singing the national song together before learning.

. I‘I.
Figure 6. National Anthem Singing Activity at the Beginning of Learning

(Source: Researcher 2024)

3) Able to memorize national songs in learning so that the character of nationalism grows

Active participation in nationalism is a person's involvement in various activities that aim to foster
and strengthen a sense of love for the homeland and national pride[25]. Teachers admit that there has
been no special monitoring of the memorization of national songs, but they believe that this activity
plays an important role in instilling the value of nationalism.

"One of them is that they sing with passion. If the child has sung with enthusiasm, it shows
that they already understand the song." (YT interview, August 07, 2024).

Students also feel the benefits of this activity,
"Yes, it can help” (Interview with Q, S, VN, and GS, August 7, 2024).

The observations show that although there is no concrete evidence, the spirit of singing is believed
to strengthen the sense of love for the homeland and support the development of nationalism in
students.

2. Driving and inhibiting factors of pedagogical strategy: internalization of the national anthem in
fostering the nationalism character of students of Muhammadiyah Pandeyan Elementary School
Yogyakarta

a. Supporting Factors for the Internalization of the National Song in Fostering the Nationalism
Character of Students at Muhammadiyah Pandeyan Elementary School Yogyakarta

Based on the data analysis that has been carried out, several significant supporting factors were
found in the process of internalizing the national song to foster the character of nationalism among the
students of SD Muhammadiyah Pandeyan. These supporting factors include:

1) Active Participation of Students in Singing the National Anthem

Active participation in singing national anthems in school activities can significantly increase
students' love for their country and strengthen their national identity. Students at Muhammadiyah
Pandeyan Elementary School participated actively in singing the national anthem in class. Their
enthusiasm and enthusiasm when singing the national anthem is a good initial indicator of the
acceptance and appreciation of nationalist values. This reflects that the national song can effectively
foster a sense of love for the homeland and nationalism among children [26]. The results of the study
showed that the active participation of teachers and students in singing the national song developed
positively. Even though it has not been maximized, teachers continue to try to increase student
involvement. An interview with RTN revealed,

"If you just start inviting children to be active, frankly, it is not optimal."(RTN interview,
August 2, 2024).
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While YT stated,

"Alhamdulillah, they are very excited and active when singing." (YT interview, August 07,
2024).

On the student side, they stated their participation was still varied, with "sometimes"
responses from some students such as VN, Q, S, and GS.

2) The Role of Teachers in Directing and Encouraging Student Engagement

Teachers have an important role in increasing the involvement of students by inviting them to sing
national songs regularly in class both in exchange for regional songs and other songs such as "Sang
Surya." teachers not only foster the spirit of nationalism but also strengthen the relationship between
local and national cultures [27]. Teachers at SD Muhammadiyah have been active in encouraging the
involvement of students in activities so that they can strengthen the process of internalizing nationalist
values.

3) School Environment and National Celebrations

The school environment and national celebrations such as August 17 positively influence children's
understanding and appreciation of the values of nationalism. In line with the activities at SD
Muhammadiyah Pandeyan, which were lively and full of enthusiasm during the celebration of August
17, it provided a direct experience for students to appreciate the importance of nationalism so that the
school environment that supports and holds activities related to national celebrations is also an
important factor in this internalization process.

b. Factors Inhibiting the Internalization of National Songs in Fostering the Nationalism
Character of Students at SD Muhammadiyah Pandeyan

In addition to supporting factors, several inhibiting factors affect the effectiveness of the
internalization of national anthems in fostering the character of nationalism in students, including:

1) Limitations of Facilities and Infrastructure in Schools

One of the main obstacles is the lack of adequate facilities and infrastructure to support singing
activities in schools [28]. In SD Muhammadiyah Pandeyan, there are musical instruments such as
organs or speakers, but they do not function properly, and the lack of other auxiliary tools makes the
learning process of the national song less than optimal. This condition requires serious attention,
considering the importance of adequate facility support in supporting activities aimed at fostering
nationalism. Supporting facilities for singing the national anthem in schools are still limited and
inadequate. The RTN teacher said,

"Here it is not fully in accordance with the standards that should be" (RTN interview, August
2, 2024).

While YT said,

"Our main focus is on singing National Compulsory songs, but the supporting facilities are not
adequate.” ." (YT interview, August 07, 2024).

Students also reported a lack of facilities, such as damaged musical instruments or none at all, such
as damaged organs or the use of mobile phone speakers.

2) Uneven Parental Involvement

The involvement of parents in supporting their children in singing the national anthem at home
varies. At Muhammadiyah Pandeyan Elementary School, some children often sing the national
anthem with their families, while others rarely do it. This variation affects consistency in instilling
nationalist values outside the school environment.

3) Time Limitations in the Curriculum

Time limitations in the curriculum are a significant inhibiting factor [29]. In SD Muhammadiyah
Pandeyan, the national anthem and nationalist values can often only be inserted at the lesson's
beginning or end, so they do not get an adequate portion of the learning process. The current curriculum
at SD Muhammadiyah Pandeyan does not provide enough space to integrate national songs effectively,
which has an impact on the less optimal process of internalizing nationalist values.
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Simpulan

The pedagogical strategy in SD Muhammadiyah Pandeyan in internalizing the national anthem to
cultivate the nationalist character of students is carried out through three stages: Pre-Instructional,
Instructional, and Feedback/Enrichment. In the Pre-Instructional stage, teachers design learning
objectives relevant to national celebrations, while in the Instructional stage, interactive methods such
as singing together and using technology strengthen students' understanding of the national anthem.
The Feedback Stage aims to evaluate the understanding and strengthening of nationalism values
through creative activities such as work titles. This strategy is effective in helping students
understand the national anthem and foster a sense of nationalism, although challenges still exist in
understanding the meaning of the song in depth. Support from the active role of teachers, the school
environment, and student participation are key factors in the success of this process. However, there
are obstacles, such as a lack of facilities and time limitations in the curriculum.
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